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October 28, 2015

Act. This will be the vehicle for consid-
eration of H.R. 3763, the Surface Trans-
portation Reauthorization and Reform
Act. An amendment deadline has been
set for Friday, October 30, at 2 p.m.

This is an unusual amendment proc-
ess; so, I ask all Members to please
read the Dear Colleague, which can be
found on the Rules Committee Web
site, very carefully and refer any ques-
tions to the Rules Committee staff or
myself, as the chairman.

I would also like to point out that, in
consultation with the Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee, several
changes were made to the bill, as or-
dered reported. A summary of those
changes can also be found on the Rules
Committee Web site. Please feel free to
contact me or any of our staff members
if we can be of assistance.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

ENSURING TAX EXEMPT ORGANI-
ZATIONS THE RIGHT TO APPEAL
ACT

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to House Resolution
495 and as the designee of the majority
leader, I call up the bill (H.R. 1314) to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to provide for a right to an admin-
istrative appeal relating to adverse de-
terminations of tax-exempt status of
certain organizations, with the Senate
amendment thereto, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ROs-
LEHTINEN). The Clerk will designate
the Senate amendment.

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
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TITLE I-TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Bipartisan
Congressional Trade Priorities and Account-
ability Act of 2015”".

SEC. 102. TRADE NEGOTIATING OBJECTIVES.

(a) OVERALL TRADE NEGOTIATING OBJEC-
TIVES.—The overall trade negotiating objectives
of the United States for agreements subject to
the provisions of section 103 are—

(1) to obtain more open, equitable, and recip-
rocal market access;

(2) to obtain the reduction or elimination of
barriers and distortions that are directly related
to trade and investment and that decrease mar-
ket opportunities for United States exports or
otherwise distort United States trade;

(3) to further strengthen the system of inter-
national trade and investment disciplines and
procedures, including dispute settlement;

(4) to foster economic growth, raise living
standards, enhance the competitiveness of the
United States, promote full employment in the
United States, and enhance the global economy;

(5) to ensure that trade and environmental
policies are mutually supportive and to seek to
protect and preserve the environment and en-
hance the international means of doing so,
while optimizing the use of the world’s re-
sources;

(6) to promote respect for worker rights and
the rights of children consistent with core labor
standards of the ILO (as set out in section
111(7)) and an understanding of the relationship
between trade and worker rights;

(7) to seek provisions in trade agreements
under which parties to those agreements ensure
that they do not weaken or reduce the protec-
tions afforded in domestic environmental and
labor laws as an encouragement for trade;

(8) to ensure that trade agreements afford
small businesses equal access to international
markets, equitable trade benefits, and expanded
export market opportunities, and provide for the
reduction or elimination of trade and investment
barriers that disproportionately impact small
businesses;

(9) to promote universal ratification and full
compliance with ILO Convention No. 182 Con-
cerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action
for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child
Labor;

(10) to ensure that trade agreements reflect
and facilitate the increasingly interrelated,
multi-sectoral nature of trade and investment
activity;

(11) to recognize the growing significance of
the Internet as a trading platform in inter-
national commerce;

(12) to take into account other legitimate
United States domestic objectives, including, but
not limited to, the protection of legitimate
health or safety, essential security, and con-
sumer interests and the law and regulations re-
lated thereto; and

(13) to take into account conditions relating to
religious freedom of any party to megotiations
for a trade agreement with the United States.

(b) PRINCIPAL TRADE NEGOTIATING OBJEC-
TIVES.—
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(1) TRADE IN GOODS.—The principal negoti-
ating objectives of the United States regarding
trade in goods are—

(4) to expand competitive market opportuni-
ties for exports of goods from the United States
and to obtain fairer and more open conditions of
trade, including through the utilization of glob-
al value chains, by reducing or eliminating tar-
iff and nontariff barriers and policies and prac-
tices of foreign governments directly related to
trade that decrease market opportunities for
United States exports or otherwise distort
United States trade; and

(B) to obtain reciprocal tariff and montariff
barrier elimination agreements, including with
respect to those tariff categories covered in sec-
tion 111(b) of the Uruguay Round Agreements
Act (19 U.S.C. 3521(D)).

(2) TRADE IN SERVICES.—(A) The principal ne-
gotiating objective of the United States regard-
ing trade in services is to expand competitive
market opportunities for United States services
and to obtain fairer and more open conditions of
trade, including through wutilization of global
value chains, by reducing or eliminating bar-
riers to international trade in services, such as
regulatory and other barriers that deny na-
tional treatment and market access or unreason-
ably restrict the establishment or operations of
service suppliers.

(B) Recognizing that expansion of trade in
services generates benefits for all sectors of the
economy and facilitates trade, the objective de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) should be pursued
through all means, including through a
plurilateral agreement with those countries will-
ing and able to undertake high standard serv-
ices commitments for both existing and new
services.

(3) TRADE IN AGRICULTURE.—The principal ne-
gotiating objective of the United States with re-
spect to agriculture is to obtain competitive op-
portunities for United States exports of agricul-
tural commodities in foreign markets substan-
tially equivalent to the competitive opportunities
afforded foreign exports in United States mar-
kets and to achieve fairer and more open condi-
tions of trade in bulk, specialty crop, and value
added commodities by—

(A) securing more open and equitable market
access through robust rules on sanitary and
phytosanitary measures that—

(i) encourage the adoption of international
standards and require a science-based justifica-
tion be provided for a sanitary or phytosanitary
measure if the measure is more restrictive than
the applicable international standard;

(ii) improve regulatory coherence, promote the
use of systems-based approaches, and appro-
priately recognize the equivalence of health and
safety protection systems of exporting countries;

(iii) require that measures are transparently
developed and implemented, are based on risk
assessments that take into account relevant
international guidelines and scientific data, and
are not more restrictive on trade than necessary
to meet the intended purpose; and

(iv) improve import check processes, including
testing methodologies and procedures, and cer-
tification requirements,
while recognizing that countries may put in
place measures to protect human, animal, or
plant life or health in a manner consistent with
their international obligations, including the
WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary
and Phytosanitary Measures (referred to in sec-
tion 101(d)(3) of the Uruguay Round Agreements
Act (19 U.S.C. 3511(d)(3)));

(B) reducing or eliminating, by a date certain,
tariffs or other charges that decrease market op-
portunities for United States exports—

(i) giving priority to those products that are
subject to significantly higher tariffs or subsidy
regimes of major producing countries; and

(ii) providing reasonable adjustment periods
for United States import sensitive products, in
close consultation with Congress on such prod-
ucts before initiating tariff reduction negotia-
tions;
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